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Volume XXIII Number 2 

2013 Chapter Widows & 

Wives Club Meeting Dates 
 

8 Jan Downriver Grill 
5 Feb Rusty Moose (Prospectors) 
5 Mar The Onion 
2 Apr Bonsai Bistro 
7 May Black Angus Steakhouse 
4 Jun Anthony’s at Spokane Falls 
2 Jul PF Chang’s China Bistro 
6 Aug The Boathouse Seafood 
3 Sep Central Foods 
1 Oct MAX Restaurant at Mirabeau Pk. 
5 Nov Clinkerdaggers Restaurant 
3 Dec Beverly’s, Coeur d’Alene Resort 

Bring Something to the   

28 April Social for  

SUPPORT THE TROOPS  

 

2013 Chapter Social dates  
17 Mar    Northern Quest Casino 
28 Apr    Mukogawa Ft. Wright 
23 Jun    TBD 
22 Sep    Bob & Maggie Imle’s 
27 Oct    Coeur d’Alene Resort 
 8 Dec      Mukogawa Ft. Wright 

5 Star Chapter President’s Message 

By Rufus Hoefer 
 

Happy Spring!  As I write these notes, I'm looking out the window watching the rain and 
wind. Hope it will help our spring flowers recover from a 23 degree night?  More cold to 
come!  Oh well, I guess that’s why they call it "March Madness."  
 

Great news! We now have a chapter Public Affairs Officer! Please join me in welcoming new mem-
ber MAJ Charlie Rohr, ANG (Ret.) who joined the chapter and volunteered to be the PAO. Charlie is 
not only retired from the Guard, he’s also a retired Judge!  
 
I think our social at Northern Quest Casino was a great start to our 2013 social schedule. The food 
was excellent, as was the service by the Casino.  Also a special thank you to our guest speaker 
Brian Teed, Superintendent of the Spokane Veterans Home, who was very well received.  
 
Our Anniversary social will be held on Sunday, 28 April at Mukogawa (Ft. 
Wright) at 12:30 p.m.  See the reservation on p. 5, and join us as we celebrate 
39 years of  camaraderie and  service to our community. Remember: we will be 
honoring all Chapter members who have passed away since the 2012 anniver-
sary social.  For such an occasion, I hope that we will have an enthusiastic turn-
out.  
 
As we can see (hear), sequestration is already having impacts on all of us.  Hopefully they can be 
minimized by keeping our elected officials informed of the potential effect on our nation's defense, 
and on our military personnel, their families and our retired brethren.  Please keep sending your 
letters and comments through the Military Officer magazine, or our Chapter letter campaign that’s 
conducted prior to socials, or on your own using the addresses of our elected officials listed in this 
newsletter.   
 
Lastly, let me again emphasize our desire to grow our Chapter membership.  Board members will be 
reviewing an extensive prospective contact list that has been furnished  to us by MOAA national, and 
developing outreach strategies for all potential Chapter members.  I again ask that each of you help 
us by furnishing names of prospective members that you know to Marilyn Hunt, our Chapter's Chief 
Recruiter. She can be reached at (208) 773-1074 or thru email at cinc@frontier.com.   
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Now Hear This! 

We are a 5 Star Chapter proudly serving northeast Washington and north Idaho for 38 years! 

Spokane Chapter, MOAA  

 

2011 First Prize Winner 

Best Legislative Coverage for 

Website  

Fourth Consecutive Year! 

 

Website:  1st Runner UP 

Welcome New Members 
 

 MAJ Charlie Rohr, ANG (Ret.), Spokane Valley 
LTC Landry Smallfoot, ANG, Spokane 

  

Member  
Recruiters 

Chapter 2013 MOAA 2013 

Marilyn Hunt 2 4 

Bob Imle  4 

Candace Small-
foot 

2  

TOTALS 4 8 

Our Hat Is Off To: 

WIDOWS & WIVES CLUB 

By Pat Connell 

 

What a special month we are in as of this writ-
ing...MARCH...one of my favorite months of 
the year! Being Irish, you know that my favor-

ite day is St. Patrick’s Day celebrated with family, friends, fun 
music and great food. The next excitement is all of our yards 
(notwithstanding all the work to be done) with the daffodils and 
tulips popping up in their appointed places to say, “Welcome 
Spring!” HA! Today as I write this, it is snowing in Hayden, Idaho. 
 
A very enjoyable time was held at the “Onion” last month. For 
those who were not able to attend, we missed you and sincerely 
hope you will be able to join us for our April meeting. 
 
Our April 2nd luncheon will be at “Bonsai Bistro,” 101 E. 
Sherman Avenue, in Coeur d’Alene. We will meet at our normal 
time of 1 p.m. Please call Pat Connell, (208) 772-2559, to make 
your reservation. Bonsai is noted for their excellent food, primarily 
of Asian varieties, but including a fabulous Salmon entrée and 
several salads and soups, plus Sushi for those who are inter-
ested. I always think of it as the restaurant with a river running 
through it, but the river is noted as a pond. Very conducive to 
relaxation and comfort. 
 
Please remember our Veterans...drop in for a visit to cheer some-
one’s day. A note, a card or a visit will help those who have no 
one to remember them and the job they did for all of us.  
 
A reminder—always check the front page of this newsletter for 
the dates and locations of our monthly luncheons. 

 CHAPTER SCOREBOARD 2013 
Jr. ROTC Scholarship Funds on hand: $2320.00 
Legislative Letters, Postcards & Emails:  385 as of  19 Mar 2013 
Raffle Donations: MAR  $180 JROTC Scholarships. APR Ladies & 
Gent. of the WA State Cemetery; JUN Fisher House; SEP MOAA Schol-
arship Fund; OCT Spokane Veterans Home, DEC ROTC Det. Support.  
Support the Troops (STT): FEB: 2 boxes 10M, 5W Djibouti (USMC); 4 
boxes 170M, 40W Afghanistan (USMC);2 boxes 15M, 5W Afghanistan 
(Army), 2 boxes 20M, 6W Afghanistan (USN) 
2013 STT Total: 10 boxes, 112# to 215M, 56W in Djibouti & Afghan.  
Widows & Wives:  $87 & 46 lbs. food to Spokane Food Bank. Yarn, 
knitting needles & crochet hooks to Spokane Veterans Home.  

Member  
Recruiters 

Chapter 2012 GMT 2012 

Clif Collier 1 1 

Lyn Conant 1 (self)  

George Conn 1 (self)  

Theo Demars  1 - Convert to Life 

Merl Gorton 1  1 

Marilyn Hunt 11 23 

Bob Imle  17 

Phil Kowzan  1 

Bernard Middleton 1 (self)  

Dick Oates 1 4 

Dick Olson 1 (self)  

Ralph Shrigley 1 1 

Barbara Thornbrugh 1 1 

TOTALS 20 50 

2012 Recruiting Results 

 

Here at long last is the summary of our 
outstanding 2012 recruiting results. We 
were unable to publish them in the Febru-
ary newsletter due to lack of space. 
Hearty congratulations to those who suc-

ceeded in recruiting new members for MOAA and the chapter. 
MOAA’s Give Me Ten (GMT) program, which recruited mem-
bers at the national level, ran for eight years and ended for 
good on 31 December 2012. The 2013 program focuses on 
recruiting members at the chapter level.  
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NOW HEAR THIS! Is published at least 6 times per year by the Spokane Chapter, Military Officers Association of Amer-
ica, P O Box 466, Veradale WA 99037.  Editor:  Marilyn Hunt  cinc@frontier.com 208-773-1074.  Advertising limited to 
members/spouses only.  No subject matter that would preclude non-profit mailing. 

Husbands Give Your Wives the Gift of Friendship (and this Newsletter) 

By Beth Ann Daigre, Auxiliary Liaison 

 

Our Regular MOAA members (the military officers) and the Auxiliary members (surviving 

spouses of officers) receive this newsletter.  Does your spouse get a chance to read 

this newsletter?  Back in 2009 when the Widows and Wives Club was being formed, a 

few of us made phone calls to every chapter member who listed a wife in the chapter 

roster. Sometimes we called twice, inviting them to join our club.  Many spouses told us 

they did not read the chapter newsletter, as it was their husband’s so they did not open it 

and/or he did not share it. 

 

Perhaps your spouse would like to join our group but doesn’t know that we exist or what we do for service projects.  We 

started out as a social club to find the camaraderie we had as younger wives, but mostly to build new friendships with wives and wid-

ows so we could be of support to a spouse when she becomes a widow.  About a year into our existence we learned that some cur-

rent wives had not been active duty wives, so they felt like they didn’t belong in the club.  That is not true, they do belong.  When 

their sponsor—you, the officer— passes away, will she know where to go to receive the benefits you have earned for her?  

Our chapter’s Board of Directors figured out a few years ago that the Personal Affairs Chair should be a member of the Widows and 

Wives Club.  We follow up the sympathy card with a soft invitation to join us when they become an Auxiliary Member.  

 

The project the Widows and Wives Club started early on was collecting food and cash for a local food bank.  As time went on, we 

became aware of the need to help our veterans and spouses who reside in the Spokane Veterans Home.  We send them holiday 

greeting cards, decorations for the various holidays, and items for their activities.  Then we added another project, the Homeless Vet-

erans Program, whereby we give household items to help them set up housekeeping when they finally get a place of their own. 

 

As you can see, our mission is to serve our men and women of the military and are very proud to do so, while at the same time enjoy-

ing  each others friendship.  Please give this newsletter to your wife so she will know that we exist and learn that we would 

love to have her join our group.  Questions? Beth Ann Daigre, Auxiliary Liaison 509-921-9581  bethanndaigre@comcast.net  

COL Brian Newberry, USAF – Guest Speaker, Mukogawa Ft. Wright Social 28 April 

Commemorating Our Chapter’s 39th Anniversary 

 

Colonel Brian M. Newberry is the Commander, 92nd Air Refueling Wing at Fair-
child. He entered the Air Force in 1991 as a distinguished military graduate of the 
U.S. Air Force Academy. He has flown as an evaluator pilot in the C-17A Globe-
master III and missions in support of Operations ENDURING FREEDOM, IRAQI 
FREEDOM and ALLIED FORCE. He also served as the 817th Expeditionary Airlift 
Squadron commander at Incirlik Air Base, Turkey, in 2007. Prior to assuming his 
current position, Colonel Newberry was the Commander, 376th Expeditionary 
Operations Group, Transit Center at Manas, Kyrgyz Republic, directing aerial re-
fueling, airlift, onward movement of troops to Afghanistan and strengthening the 
partnership with the Kyrgyz Republic.  

 
Colonel Newberry is a command pilot with more than 4,300 flying hours and 397 combat hours  

in the C-17A, KC-135R/T, EC-135C, T-38 and T-37. 
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Now Hear This! 

 
Legislative Contacts 
 
President Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington DC 20500 

 
Washington 
Senator Patty Murray 
United States Senate 
10 North Post St, Suite 600 
Spokane WA 99201 
509-624-9515    
Fax 509-624-9561 
 
Senator Maria Cantwell 
United States Senate 
920 W. Riverside,  
Suite 697 
Spokane WA 99201  
509-353-2507    
Fax 509-353-2547 
 
Representative Cathy  
McMorris Rodgers 
United States House of  
Representatives 
10 N. Post St, 6th floor 
Spokane WA 99201 
509-353-2374   
Fax 509-352-2412 
 

Idaho 
Senator Mike Crapo 
United States Senate 
610 W. Hubbard 
Suite 209 
Coeur d’Alene ID 83814 
208-664-5490   
Fax 208-664-0889 
 
Senator Jim Risch 
United States Senate 
610 W. Hubbard, Suite 213 
Coeur d’Alene ID 83814 
208-667-6130   
Fax 208-765-1743 
 
Representative Raul 
Labrador, United States 
House of Representatives 
1250 Ironwood Dr.  
Suite 243  
Coeur d’Alene ID 83814 
208-667-0127  
Fax 208-667-0310  

 Board Member & Web Page Coordinator Alan Davis, 

LCDR, USN (Ret.) 

 

Alan originally hailed from western Washington, where he spent his youth 
between Vancouver, Port Angeles and Longview.  While accompanying a 

friend on a delayed entry program appointment with a hyper-aggressive Army recruiter, 
Alan excused himself and went across the hall to speak with a man in "crackerjacks and 
black-rimmed birth control glasses.”  Within a few weeks, Alan enlisted in the U.S. Navy 
and made a date to push the ground with the rest of the recruits in San Diego. 
 
Following three ships, one shore duty and eleven years, Alan had earned his Bachelor's 
degree and the rank of Chief Petty Officer. Fresh ashore for the second time, he was com-
missioned as an Information Systems Officer and quickly "about faced" back to sea. He 
provided his Navy 16 more years of leadership and management across numerous afloat 
and ashore Information Service organizations, completed his graduate studies, and was 
promoted to Lieutenant Commander. Alan concluded his career as an Officer-in-Charge, 
leading an 80 person detachment spread across five geographically dispersed sites, pro-
viding fleet communications transport services, regional computer network services, tele-
phone and leased-line services, and cryptographic communications support to approxi-
mately 270 Pacific Northwest region federal government commands. This was the Naval 
Computer and Telecommunications Area Master Station Pacific Detachment Puget 
Sound, otherwise known as NCTAMS PAC DET Puget Sound.  
 
Saying all that in one breath is enough to wear anyone out! Maybe that’s why Alan hung 
up his cap last year and transitioned to the civilian world, relocating to Hayden, Idaho, with 
his wife (Julie) of 20 years and their two children.  Alan's favorite activities include fishing, 
tent camping, riding his motorcycle, traveling and spending time with his family. 

Personal Affairs Chairman Kay White 

 

Kay grew up in southeastern Ohio (coal mining country), attending a two-
room country school for three years before the family became city dwell-
ers. She graduated from Ohio State University in Occupational Therapy 

and then New York University with an MA in psychiatric Occupational Therapy.  Her life 
had  been on a career track for 12 years when, while on the faculty at Ohio State, she met 
her husband, Frank, who was then Chief of Administration, 301st   CSG (SAC), Lockbourne 
AFB, Columbus, Ohio.  Their decision to marry coincided with Frank receiving an assign-
ment to Morocco as Chief, Joint Administrative and Services Branch, Morocco U.S. Liai-
son Office, U.S. Embassy, Rabat. After an adventurous and enjoyable three years, subse-
quent assignments took them to Gunter Air Force Station in Montgomery, AL and Williams 
AFB in Chandler, AZ where Frank served as Deputy Base Commander and Base Com-
mander. Their final assignment was at the Survival School at Fairchild where Frank served 
as Deputy Wing Commander for Resources, 3636th CCTW.  During these years Kay re-
sumed her career, transitioning from psychiatry to pediatrics and practicing primarily in 
school systems where handicapped children had, by that time,  been incorporated. 
 
Retirement provided the time to build a house in the country, ski as long as they were 
able, continue to explore this country as well as Europe, and generate new friendships by 
playing tennis and bridge.  The most significant travel continues to be to visit their two 
sons, seven grandchildren, and eight great-grandchildren in FL, CA, OH, and TX.   A high-
light of their retirement years has been to be part of the development and planting of a 
new church, Colbert Presbyterian, now in its 15th year of worship and service. 



Spokane Chapter, MOAA    28 April 2013   Mukogawa Ft. Wright 

P O Box 466 Commons Building  

Veradale WA 99037                                               12:30 Social time,  Meeting 1:00, 1:15 Buffet begins 

Guest Speaker: COL Brian Newberry, 92nd Air Refueling Wing Commander  

 

Mail your reservation early so we receive it by Friday, 19 April. No late reservations or walk-ins.  If you need to cancel 

a reservation, contact one of the following by 19 April:  Ralph Shrigley (208)  623-2671 or Betty Krafft (509) 768-3138.  
 

Cost is $22 per person (includes 18% gratuity). Buffet: Chicken Dijon, baby red potatoes, seasonal vegetables, green salad, 

Italian mozzarella tomato basil salad, rolls & butter, strawberry shortcake.  

Please reserve ____ places for the Sunday 28 April 2013 luncheon at Mukogawa Ft. Wright. .  My check in the amount of 

$________ is enclosed ($22 x ___). The check is payable to “Spokane Chapter MOAA” —  mail to chapter mailbox above. 

 

Name: __________________________ member/guest    Name: __________________________ member/guest     

         

Name: __________________________ member/guest    Name: __________________________ member/guest     

 

[ ] Please write in your phone number if you can provide a ride to the luncheon______________________________________ 

 

[ } Future Program suggestions (food, location, speakers etc.) ___________________________________________________ 

Now Hear This! 
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Cut Here^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Cut Here ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Cut Here ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Cut Here 
Sunday 28 April 2013 Mukogawa Ft. Wright social 12:30 p.m. at 4000 W. Randolph Road, Spokane.  
DIRECTIONS:  From I-90, Maple St. Exit north, turn left on 4th Ave., then left on Sunset Blvd. Stay in the right-
hand lane. After the bridge, turn right onto Government Way, and right onto Fort George Wright Drive. Then go 
only .1 mile, turn left onto Randolph Road and continue to the roundabout at the end. Mukogawa is 
wheel chair friendly.  

Questions? Call Betty Krafft (509) 768-3138. Please bring:  
 3 stamps and 6 return address labels per person for legislative letters 
 Something for the raffle  
 Something for our troops serving in harm’s way and/or for homeless veterans. (Cash donations help 

pay for additional items and postage). 

Membership Chair/Committee EMAIL REQUEST, CHANGE OF ADDRESS or PHONE, or  
Spokane Chapter, MOAA TEMPORARILY AWAY: 
P.O. Box 466 Clip and complete this form and send it to the 
Veradale WA 99037                                address on the left so we can update our database.  Thank you. 
NOTE:  We do not send junk email or spam. Also, we do not give away, sell or trade your email address. 
 
Member name: ________________________________________________________________________ 
                                               (Please print clearly) 
[  ]   I would like to be added to the chapter email list. I specifically request to (check all that apply):  
 [  ]  Receive the chapter newsletter by email  
 [  ]  Receive important information in a timely manner. 
 
[  ]   My email address is ________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                      (Please print clearly) 
[  ]   My mailing address, email address, and/or phone number has changed to: 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 [  ]   I will be temporarily away starting ___________ and returning _____________.  I  do / do not (circle one) 

       wish to receive the newsletter while I’m away.  If “do” please send it to: 
      ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

        Signed: ______________________________ 



Spokane Chapter  

Military Officers Association of America 

P.O. BOX 466 

Veradale WA 99037 

 

WE’RE ON THE WEB! 
WWW.SPOKANEMOAA.ORG 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage Paid 
Permit No. 1221 
Spokane WA  

Casualty Assistance Officer:  Bernie Fritz is the casualty 

assistance officer for Fairchild AFB and surrounding area.  

He is in Bldg. 240 at 7 W. Arnold St., 509-247-4488.  If 

you leave a message, he will call you back. 

FAFB Retiree Activities Office 

 Bldg. 240, 7 W. Arnold St.,509-247-4029 

The Retired Affairs Office needs volunteers. Serving at the 

RAO is a perfect excuse to travel out to the base and visit 

the exchange/commissary at the same time. Call them! 
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Need a Ride to a Chapter Social? Call Anyone Listed Below 

     WASHINGTON          IDAHO 

 

Clif Collier    509-443-6490            Floyd Geiger 509-328-4483     Richard Oates  208-777-2671                                                 

Clinton Piper  509-747-9305                                                                              Ralph Shrigley 208-623-2671                                                          

VA Medallion for Privately Purchased Headstone in Private Cemetery 

 

The Department of Veterans Affairs has released a new form that makes it easier for families of deceased veterans to 

receive a medallion which can be affixed to a privately purchased grave marker at a private cemetery and indicates the 

veteran status of the deceased. 

 The medallion Is furnished in lieu of a traditional government headstone or grave marker for veterans whose death occurred 

on or after November 1, 1990, and whose grave in a private cemetery is marked with a privately purchased headstone or 

marker.   

 It comes in three sizes  and is provided to next of kin, along with a kit that allows the family or the staff of a private cemetery 

to affix it to a headstone, grave marker, mausoleum or columbarium niche cover. 

 Under Federal law, eligible veterans buried in a private cemetery are entitled to either a government-furnished grave marker 

or a medallion, but not both.  

 You can read about this medallion, fill out the form, print it off, sign it and mail it in by going to this website:  

  http://www.va.gov/vaforms/va/pdf/VA40-1330M.pdf 


